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What is Marseille famous for ?

•The old port of Marseille is lined with 

yachts and fishing boats.

•La Bonne Mère.

•Notre Dame de la Garde, the most 

visited monument in Marseille.

•Always ask for a Pastis by its name.

•Try a Chez Sauveur pizza, a 65-year-old 

classic.

•The fish market of the Old Port of 

Marseille.

These are only some…. Follow us to 

see more



The old port is an ancient and gigantic port 
today mainly used as a mooring for pleasure 
boats and fishing boats. Packed with cafes 
and restaurants, it is considered the heart 
of  the city and is the ideal place to start 
exploring Marseille. With a history that 
dates back to the times of  the Phoenicians, 
the "old port" is surrounded by historic 
buildings and even boasts an ancient fish 
market which is now a theater. From here it 
is also possible to take the ferry to visit 
Chateau d'If and the famous calanques.

OLD PORT 



Visible from anywhere in the center of  Marseille, 
Notre-Dame de la Garde is a majestic basilica 
overlooking the city from the top of  a hill. Built 
between 1853 and 1864 in a Neo-Byzantine 
style, this immense church is famous for the 
gigantic golden statue of  the Madonna and child 
on top of  the bell tower and for the wonderful 
panoramic view over Marseille, making it one of  
the most popular attractions of  the city. The 
basilica can be easily reached on board the 
numerous local buses.

VIEW OF THE CITY FROM NOTRE DAME DE LA GARDE



DISCOVER SAINT 
MARY MAJOR -
CATHEDRAL

Sainte-Marie-Majeure (Saint Mary Major) is one of the 
main attractions of Marseille, as well as one of the largest 
cathedrals in all of France. The church, which has a capacity 
of about 3,000 people, was built between 1852 and 1893 in 
the Romanesque-Byzantine style and boasts a facade in 
green Florence stone and white Carrara marble adorned 
with numerous statues. Near the Cathedral of Santa Maria 
Maggiore there are many solutions for overnight 
accommodation.



MuCEM (Museum of  
European and 
Mediterranean 
Civilizations)

Il MuCEM (Museo delle Civiltà
d'Europa e del Mediterraneo) è un 
centro polifunzionale costituito da un 
edificio moderno e dall'architettura
intricata e dall'adiacente fortezza del 
XII secolo (Fort Saint Jean). Oltre a 
scoprire la storia del Mediterraneo, i 
visitatori possono immergersi nel
ricco passato della città attraverso
migliaia di foto, cartoline, filmati ed 
esposizioni. Dal punto di vista 
architettonico, una delle principali
attrazioni è il ponte sospeso di 115 m 
che collega l'edificio nuovo all'antica
fortezza.



Explore the  National Park – I calanchi

The calanchi are cliffs of  white limestone 
overlooking the stretch of  coast that goes from 
Marseille to nearby Cassis. The wonderful 
landscape, the beaches and the crystal clear 
waters that sneak between rocks and caves are 
definitely worth a day trip. The calanques are 
accessible by land or by sea, taking the ferry that 
leaves from the old port, and the best time to 
visit them is, of  course, the summer. Those who 
prefer a more active and ecological visit can also 
take advantage of  the numerous tours of  the 
national park by kayak and bike. Be sure to visit 
Corniche des Crêtes and Cap Canaille for the best 
views. If  you want to stay near the Calanques 
National Park, you will find what you are 
looking for here on hotels.com.



ARLES- ROMAN CAPITAL OF 
PROVENCE

Discover Arles, the largest city in France that resides along the 
banks of  the Rhône River. Once a metropolis of  the ancient 
Romans, today you can still see the arena, the Alyscamps burial 
grounds, the amphitheater and the Roman baths of  Constantin, all 
of  which are registered as UNESCO sites. Embark your coach for a 
drive to Arles through the heart of  Provence pass the Port of  
Provence, The Delta of  the Rhône River and Camargue. Arles Your 
first destination in Arles will be the Ancient Greek Necropolis of  
Les Alyscamps. While this well-preserved Greek Cemetery is 
fascinating in and of  itself, this park is perhaps best known for its 
many appearances in the works of  Vincent Van Gogh and Paul 
Gauguin. After exploring this beautiful promenade you will drive to 
the centre of  the Roman Town where you will visit the Great 
Amphitheater. The presence of  such a structure is tribute to Arles's 
importance as a regional Roman capital. You will also see Forum 
Roman Square, the Amphitheater and Republic Square. Then you 
will proceed to the Van Gogh Café, the famous subject in Van 
Gogh's Café Terrace at Night. Continue to the Town Hall where you 
will take a narrow staircase to go underground in the 
cryptoporticus. This series of  vault-ceiling tunnels formed the base 
of  the forum and was - and is still- used as a warehouse. After 
visiting these incredible sites you will proceed to the City Centre 
where you will be served lunch in a local restaurant and then you 
will be able to enjoy free time. Return to the ship via your coach on 
an approximate 1-hour and 15 minute ride.



AIX EN 
PROVENCE 

Discover the historic landmarks and beauty of  Aix-en-Provence on foot during 
this scenic and memorable walking tour through the Old City. This city is all 
class: its leafy boulevards and public squares are lined with 17th- and 18th-
century mansions, punctuated by gurgling moss-covered fountains. Haughty 
stone lions guard its grandest avenue, cafe-laced cours Mirabeau, where 
fashionable Aixois pose on polished pavement terraces sipping espresso.

Depart the pier for the approximate 45-minute drive inland to Aix-en-
Provence, which was once the capital of  Provence, an independent kingdom at 
the time. Today, Aix is a lively university and spa town with a sophisticated 
atmosphere.

Aix en Provence- Upon arrival, take a guided walking tour through the 
romantic streets of  Aix and past its stately 17th- and 18th-century mansions. 
Other sites to be seen include the famous Cours Mirabeau, an idyllic, tree-lined 
boulevard with beautiful fountains, the statues of  King René of  Provence and 
Anjou, as well as many outdoor cafés. In addition, learn about the great 19th-
century master Paul Cézanne, who was born in Aix in 1839.After a refreshment 
stop at a café at Cours Mirabeau, some free time is made available before re-
boarding the coach for the return drive to thepier.



VILLAGES OF PROVENCE 
Experience the Provençal charm of  Southern France during this 
scenic, full-day excursion to some of  the 'must see' villages of  
Provence - Les Baux de Provence and Saint Rémy de Provence. 
These two picturesque villages date back centuries; Les Baux de 
Provence offers a majestic hilltop location with sites of  historical 
interest and the celebrated Cathedral of  Images. Saint Rémy is 
embraced by a wide, leafy boulevard; the lazily charming old town 
is a maze of  winding streets, cafés, squares and fountains with two 
exceptional attractions on its edge. Depart the pier for the brief  
drive through the Provençal landscapes en route to the little 
mountain range known as the Small Alps, or 'Les Alpilles', home of  
incredibly scenic village of  Les Baux de Provence.Upon arrival, 
take a guided tour of  a traditional olive oil mill for a tasting of  its 
products. After this delightful tasting, take a guided walking tour 
of  the impressive ruins of  a former 11th-century citadelle,       
which is perched on a rocky plateau. Continue your drive                  
to Saint Rémy de Provence, which acts as a sort of  link           
between the Arles area and the Provence of  the Popes.          
Although it has every appearance of  being no more than a 
prosperous farming community, this small town is inextricably 
linked to the unavoidable 'tourist route' through Provence. 
Philosopher Nostradamus was born in a house on Rue Hoche in St. 
Remy, only later moving to Salon de Provence to compile his 
famous, influential prophecies. Three centuries later a tormented 
Vincent Van Gogh sought refuge in St. Remy where he painted some 
of  his best known works. 



Looking towards the sea, from every point of  Marseille, you can see 
the white silhouettes of  the Frioul Islands, whose irregular shape 
has been sculpted by the Mistral over the millennia. The Castle of  
If  and the Frioul Islands archipelago are 20 minutes by ferry from 
Marseille and are made up of  4 islands: Pomègues, Ratonneau, If  
and Tiboulen. If  is certainly the best known and most infamous, 
because since 1516 it has housed a castle that served as a prison for 
centuries. Anyone who has read Dumas' "The Count of  Monte 
Cristo" will remember that it is in these cells that Edmond Dantès
is imprisoned and meets Abbot Faria. They are two fictional 
characters, but so famous that a hole was made in the wall of  a cell 
to commemorate Dantès' escape! After welcoming the Protestants, 
thrown into the sea below by the hundreds, the insurgents of  1848 
and the communards of  1871, it stopped being a prison and became 
a national monument in 1890. The other islands are almost 
uninhabited, therefore intact, with a barren nature but truly 
inviting beaches and crystal clear waters.

THE CASTLE OF IF AND THE FRIOUL ISLANDS 
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